Keep Your
Education
on Track

Courtesy University of Maryland University College (UMUC)

While relocations
and frequent
deployments are
a fact of military
life, there’'s no
need to put your
education goals
on hold when
you move.

Here are some
tips to help you
continue your
studies without
interruption, no
matter where in
the world your
service takes
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Before you enroll, carefully
examine your educational options

Ideally, you should choose a college
or university that offers you the abili-
ty to complete coursework no matter
where you are located. If there are
several institutions offering pro-
grams at your current location, you
should ask their representatives how
you could continue your program in
the event of a deployment or PCS.

For example, University of Maryland
University College (UMUC) offers
classes at 150 sites worldwide. “l was
deployed four times in eight years,
and UMUC was always there for me,”
said U.S. Air Force Technical Sergeant
Kirk Clear, a 2003 graduate of UMUC.
During his undergraduate studies, he
attended classes at UMUC locations in
Maryland and Europe.

Choose online education for max-
imum flexibility

Not even the largest universities can
offer on-site classes in every loca-
tion, so many service members
choose to earn their degrees online.
In an online class, you can log in
and complete coursework at any
time of day or night, from any place
in the world. In 2002, when Clear
was deployed to Kuwait, Oman, and
Afghanistan, he was able to continue
his studies online. “I came back from
the desert with six credits, not wast-
ing that semester,” he said. If you
plan to earn your degree entirely
online, make sure that all the cours-
es you need to finish your program
are available online.

Consider other sources of credit

You may be able to accelerate your
progress by earning credit for your
previous education, military train-
ing, or on-the-job learning. Before
you enroll in a new college or uni-
versity, check to see if your previous
credits can be transferred to your
new program. In addition, some
universities allow you to earn credit
for learning gained through work,
military service, or other activities.

Keep track of your academic
progress

As you progress through your stud-
ies, keep a careful record of the
courses you have completed and
check your degree requirements
regularly to see which courses you
still need to complete. This is good
advice for any college student, but
especially for on-the-go military
students. This will make it easier to
select appropriate courses once you
arrive at your new location.

Consult with your advisor—
before and after your relocation

Maintaining good communication
with your academic advisor is the
key to keeping your studies on track
during a relocation. Before you
move, your advisor can help you
identify the classes and services
that will be available to you at your
new installation. Once you arrive,
your advisor can help you with reg-
istration and other important issues,
such as applying for veterans’ bene-
fits or other sources of financial aid.



Military Personnel

Should Consider

When Choosing
a University

Whether you plan to advance in the
military or begin a new career, higher
education is the key to success.
Because it can be challenging to pur-
sue an education while coping with
the demands of military life, you need
a university that delivers the advan-
tages you need.

First and foremost, you deserve a
quality education from a university
that is recognized and respected
within the military community and in
the private sector.

Career success requires specialized
knowledge in your chosen field. Look
for a school with a variety of degree
programs, as well as a wide selection
of courses in your specific field.

You need a university that can keep
pace with your mobile lifestyle. Look
at class availability online or at satel-
lite sites, and also at a school’s trans-
fer policies.

You need the flexibility to plan your
studies around your busy workload
and unpredictable schedule. Look for
options to include evening and week-
end classes and online programs,
which are available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Cost is a concern for most adult stu-
dents, so be sure to consider all your
financing options, especially your mili-
tary education benefits. Look for spe-
cial financing and/or benefits available
to members of the military.

www.umuc.edu

www.AmeriForce.net 1 7



