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Sound Bites

U.S. Army soldiers return to clear roads after evacuating the residents of Houma, La., on Sept. 3, 2008. The sol-
diers are assigned to the 1st Platoon, 843rd Engineer Company, 205th Engineer Battalion, 225th Engineer Brigade,
Louisiana National Guard. DoD photo by Staff Sgt. Russell Lee Klika, U.S. Army. 

“We’re basically ou t

th ere sh ow in g ou r face

an d h elpin g th e pu blic

w ith  anyth in g w e can .”
–Arm y Sgt. Da rre n  Ch a be rt, Lo u is ia n a
Na tio n a l Gu a rd . Ch a be rt w a s  o n e  o f
th o u sa n ds  o f Na tio n a l Gu a rd  m e m be rs
w h o  w e re  m o b iliz e d  in  Te xa s ,
Lo u is ia n a , Mis s is s ip p i, Ala b a m a  a n d
o th e r s ta te s  to  de a l w ith  Gu s ta v’s  w ra th . 

“Ou r m ilitary ch ildren  are aw esom e, ju st as th eir paren ts are. Bu t th ey h ave extra h u rdles
to clear, bu rden s to bear – repeated m oves, th e absen ce of a paren t at w ar, an  in ju red par-
en t, or th e loss of a paren t…An d th is is w hy th e extraordin ary efforts of local com m u n ities
an d grou ps lik e th is, w h ich  su pport m ilitary fam ilies, are so vitally im portan t. You  give ou r
figh tin g m en  an d w om en  peace of m in d becau se th ey k n ow  w h at you  are doin g for th em
an d for th eir fam ilies – h elpin g to m itigate th e effects of th ese sacrifices on  th eir ch ildren  –
h elpin g to m ak e su re th eir ch ildren  can  reach  th eir fu ll poten tial.”
—Se cre ta ry o f De fe n se  Ro be rt M. Ga te s , spe a kin g to  a tte n de e s  o f th e  Milita ry Ch ild  Edu ca tio n  Co a litio n  Co n fe re n ce
in  Ju ly 2008.

“I believe th at m ore forces are requ ired. An d I th in k  th at over 
th e n ext several m on th s w e can  pu t th em , certain ly, to good u se.”

–Arm y Ma j. Ge n . Je ffre y J. Sch lo e sse r, co m m a n de r o f Co m bin e d  Jo in t Ta sk Fo rce  101 a n d  101s t Airbo rn e  Divis io n ,
to  Pe n ta go n  re po rte rs  du rin g a  sa te llite -ca rrie d  n e w s  co n fe re n ce  in  Se pte m be r 2008. In su rge n t a tta cks  in
Afgh a n is ta n  h a ve  in cre a se d  20 to  30 pe rce n t fro m  2007 to  n o w, sa id  Sch lo e sse r, w h o  a rrive d  in  Afgh a n is ta n  in  April
a n d  a lso  h e a ds  co u n te rin su rge n cy o pe ra tio n s  fo r NATO’s  Re gio n a l Co m m a n d Ea s t. NATO’s  In te rn a tio n a l Se cu rity
Ass is ta n ce  Fo rce  in  Afgh a n is ta n  co n s is ts  o f a bo u t 45,000 tro o ps , in clu din g a ro u n d 15,000 U.S. tro o ps . An o th e r
19,000 o r so  U.S. tro o ps  a re  a ss ign e d  to  Co m bin e d  Jo in t Ta sk Fo rce  101.

“…Most im portan tly th e fam ilies are th e forgotten  su fferers. It’s n ot so trau m atic as PTSD
(post-trau m atic stress disorder) or su icide or depression , bu t th ey’re th e on es th e retu rn in g
service m em bers n eed w h ile th ey are aw ay an d w h ile th ey are h ere to be th ere for th em .”

—Dr. Ju dith  Bro de r, Dire cto r o f Th e  So lide r’s  Pro je ct, a  Lo s  An ge le s -ba se d  vo lu n te e r gro u p  o f lice n se d  m e n ta l
h e a lth  pro fe ss io n a ls  w h o  o ffe r fre e  a n d  co n fide n tia l co u n se lin g to  se rvice  m e m be rs  o f Ira q / Afgh a n is ta n  co n flicts
a n d  th e ir fa m ilie s


