
Your Family

8 w w w. A m e r i F o r c e . n e t

Answering a Call to Serve
By Katy Griggs

These a re  the cha llenges and stresses
tha t U.S. m ilita ry children  face every
day. Som e m ay appea r to  be brave and
strong for their fam ilies, but nonethe-
less they still need a ll the  support they
can  get. 

Tha t’s w hy Boys & Girls Clubs of
Am erica  has m ade expanding its pa rt-
nership w ith each branch of the U.S.
a rm ed forces a  priority. Over the course
of the la st decade, every Youth Cen ter
loca ted on  a  U.S. m ilita ry base – 432 in
15 coun tries – becam e a ffilia ted w ith
BGCA, giving som e 500,000 young
people  the sam e access to  tested pro-
gram s, tra in ing, gran ts and resources
en joyed by traditiona l Club m em bers.
In  fact, our pa rtnership w ith the a rm ed
forces has grow n so m uch tha t m ilita ry
Youth Cen ters now  accoun t for som e
10 percen t of our a ffilia tes.

“We applaud BGCA’s innova tive out-
reach efforts to  m ilita ry fam ilies,” says
Deputy Under Secreta ry of Defense
Leslye A. Arsht. “By doing so, they help
us support our youth and fam ilies
w herever they m ay live.” 

Times are Changing – 
So are Needs
As a  result of the w ars in  Afghan istan
and Iraq, m ilita ry Reservists and
Guardsm en  have been  m obilized in
unpreceden ted num bers. Such
high deploym ent leads to  a
grea ter dem and for m ore pro-
gram s developed just for m ili-
ta ry fam ilies. More than  ever,
children  of these fam ilies need
support and m ean ingful activi-
ties during non-school hours. 

“When  one considers the stresses
placed upon  our m ilita ry youth today,
it’s im portan t to  increase standa rdiza -
tion  am ong m ilita ry insta lla tions across
the globe,” says Karen  Morgan  of the
Office  of the Deputy Under Secreta ry of
Defense. “This genera tion  of m ilita ry
children  is facing extraordina ry cha l-
lenges tha t our com m unity has not had
to dea l w ith since the ea rly seven ties.” 

BGCA-affilia ted m ilita ry Youth Cen ters
a re  ready to  a ssist young people  in
coping w ith such anxiety and stress.
“We a re  m ore com m itted than  ever to
help m ilita ry children  and fam ilies w ho
need us,” says Tim  Richa rdson , BGCA’s
vice presiden t of Milita ry Services. 

Expanded Support 
Just a s the num ber of youth served on
m ilita ry insta lla tions has grow n, so has
program m ing. In  the la st five yea rs
a lone, m ore than  $10 m illion  in  pass-
through gran ts, schola rships, equip-
m en t, toys, softw are and other
resources from  BGCA have been
aw arded to  m ilita ry Clubs. BGCA is
a lso developing a  new  service m odel
for m ilita ry sites, to  be rolled out a t 13
regiona l cluster tra in ings in  a reas tha t
have the highest popula tions of fam i-
lies in  the a rm ed forces. 

Other w ays tha t BGCA has expanded
services to  m ilita ry youth include: 

• Addressing the Dropout Crisis.
Through a  pa rtnership w ith the
Na tiona l Guard, BGCA and loca l
Clubs lend their support and tra in ing
expertise  to  the Na tiona l Guard Youth
Cha lleNGe, a  residen tia l m en toring

and Genera l Educa tion  Developm ent
(GED) acquisition  program  for high
school dropouts and those severely
behind in  their studies. Offered a t no
cost to  pa rticipan ts, the  six-m onth
program  is provided in  30 sta tes and
Puerto Rico, and serves som e 12,000
youth annua lly. 

• Fam ily Support. BGCA has expanded
its fam ily support program m ing to
include m ilita ry Clubs, through the
support of Kim berly-Cla rk and the
Annie E. Casey Founda tion . Fam ily
PLUS (Pa ren ts Leading, Un iting,
Serving), sponsored by Kim berly-
Cla rk, builds capacity for Clubs to  find
new  w ays to  bring fam ilies together
for the positive developm ent of youth.
For exam ple, a t the  Nava l Air Sta tion
Oceana  in  Virgin ia , a  2008 Fam ily
PLUS gran t recipien t, a  hot breakfast
and dinner a re  served once a  m onth
so tha t fam ilies can  en joy a  m ea l
together in  a  re laxed environm ent. To
m ake fam ily support resources m ore
3 CONNECTIONS w idely ava ilable,
BGCA has launched a  public w ebsite
(http:/ / fam ilyplus.bgca .org) and a
re so u rce  gu ide  to  be  d is tribu te d  to
a ll Clu bs . 

• Co a s t Gu a rd  Pa rtn e rsh ip .
Eigh t Co a s t Gu a rd  ba se s  a n d  a ir
s ta tio n s  la rge  e n o u gh  to  h a ve
Yo u th  Ce n te r fa cilitie s  n o w  be n e fit
fro m  BGCA’s  n a tio n a l p ro gra m s,
pro fe ss io n a l de ve lo pm e n t tra in in g,
gra n ts  a n d  se rvice s . Sin ce  th e  pa rt-
n e rsh ip’s  in ce ptio n , m o re  th a n
11,000 Co a s t Gu a rd  kids  fro m  
th o se  s ite s  h a ve  be co m e  Bo ys  &
Girls  Clu b  m e m be rs . 

Imagine that, while growing up,

you moved five times in four

years, often on short notice.

You had to constantly make

new friends—and you were

always worried about your

mother or father being sent 

far away on a dangerous job.
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Beyond Base Gates 
Nationa l Guard, Reservist and nea rly
70 percen t of active duty fam ilies live
in  civilian  com m unities, m any too fa r
aw ay to  access da ily on-insta lla tion
youth services. To reach children  in
these circum stances and give them  the
sam e youth program s and services a s
those living on  base, a ll m a jor m ilita ry
branches and BGCA developed MIS-
SION: Youth Outreach. Through this
innova tive pa rtnership, off-insta lla tion
m ilita ry children  have a  yea r of m em -
bership underw ritten  a t their nea rest
traditiona l Boys & Girls Club. More
than  5,000 m ilita ry youth have benefit-
ted from  MISSION: Youth Outreach.

The  U.S. Arm y ha s  expa n ded its
pa rtn e rsh ips  w ith  loca l Clubs  n ea r
seve ra l la rge  h igh  den sity in s ta lla -
tion s . Tw o  in itia tive s , Ope ra tion
Milita ry Kids  (a  jo in t pa rtn e rsh ip  w ith
a ll bra n ches  o f the  m ilita ry) a n d
Arm y Schoo l Age  Progra m s in  Your
Ne ighbo rhood (ASPYN), give  ta rge t-
ed  Clubs  specia l s ta ff tra in in g on
how  to  suppo rt Arm y fa m ilie s  a n d
ch ildren . Fo r exa m ple , the  Clem en ts
Boys  & Girls  Club n ea r Fo rt Hood,
Texa s , se rves  n ea rly 250 Arm y you th
da ily, tha n ks  to  support from  ASPYN. 

Overseas Support 
In  a ddition  to  the  cha llen ges re la ted
to  h igh  deploym en t, m ilita ry youth
sta tion ed oversea s a re  m ore  iso la ted
from  the ir a dja cen t com m un ities by
la n gua ge  a n d cu ltu ra l ba rrie rs. Recen t
BGCA teen  a n d pa ren t focus groups
on  h igh  deploym en t ba ses revea led
tha t m ilita ry youth  grea tly n eed spe-
cia l skills  ca m ps a n d recrea tion a l
even ts, especia lly durin g the  sum m er
a n d on  ho lida ys. Here  a re  tw o w a ys
BGCA ha s respon ded. 

• As the officia l cha rity for Major
League Baseba ll, BGCA can  bring
Am erica ’s favorite  pastim e to  over-
seas Clubs. For the past four yea rs,
MLB’s Envoy coaching program  has
sen t professiona l baseba ll coaches
abroad to  conduct free  baseba ll clin -
ics a t m ilita ry Youth Cen ters. Last
sum m er, m ore than  2,200 m ilita ry
youth and teens from  15 European
m ilita ry bases and n ine insta lla tions
in  Asia , Alaska  and Guan tanam o
Bay, Cuba , pa rticipa ted. 

• BGCA’s  lo n gs ta n din g re la tio n sh ip
w ith  th e  U.S. Olym pic Co m m itte e
h a s  m a de  it po ss ib le  fo r Olym pic
a th le te s  to  to u r m ilita ry Yo u th
Ce n te rs  in  Eu ro pe  a n d  Asia  th is
su m m e r. Th e  a th le te s  co n du cte d
h a n ds-o n  spo rt de m o n s tra tio n s ,
ta u gh t spo rtsm a n sh ip  a n d
e xpla in e d  Olym pic va lu e s . 

Afte r its  firs t de ca de , BGCA’s  pa rt-
n e rsh ip  w ith  th e  a rm e d fo rce s  is

stron ger tha n  ever. “We a pprecia te
BGCA’s w illin gn ess to  provide  n a tion -
w ide  a tten tion  to  deploym en t support
for our m ilita ry youth  a n d the ir fa m i-
lies,” sa ys Arsh t. “We look forw a rd to
con tin u in g co lla bora tive  e fforts  tha t
grea tly ben efit our youth  a n d the  m ili-
ta ry com m un ity a s a  w hole .” 

Katy Griggs is editorial 
coordinator for BGCA. 


