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By Jacqu elin e Davidson

We’ve a ll been  there . Ga thered by the

blinking tree, w e w a it. The once bois-

terous room  quiets. Children  a re  eager,

but m ost adults a re  now  som ew ha t

stiff—even  nervous. We sm ile  w ith a

m etaphorica l “cockta il” of excitem en t,

anxiety and a  spla sh of hope. Hope tha t

our presen t from  grandm a  isn ’t another

frum py, banana -hued sw ea ter or ca r-

toon  necktie . Then  our thoughts turn  to

w ha t w e’ve bagged, boxed and

w rapped. We hope tha t our gift to  Dad-

in -law  isn ’t a  flop. Or rea lize, “Uh-oh…

I bought her shirt a  couple  sizes too

la rge. I hope she w on’t be insulted.”  If

you feel tha t your hope in  gift-giving

has fizzled, perhaps it’s tim e for a  little

Holiday tradition -tw eaking.

Co n s ide r th is… Ado pt a  tro o p . Th in k

o f yo u r “a do ptin g” a s  ta kin g in  a  n e w

fa m ily m e m be r—a  fa m ily m e m be r

w h o  w ill n e ve r a sk fo r m u ch , bu t

w h o  is  w illin g to  give  yo u  e ve ryth in g.

Ask a  frie n d  o r fa m ily m e m be r give

to  a n  Ado pt a  Tro o p  o rga n iz a tio n , o r

to  d ire ctly spo n so r a  se rvice  m e m -

be r, in s te a d  o f givin g yo u  so m e th in g

th a t m igh t e n d  u p  in  yo u r re -gift

clo se t. Or, a t yo u r n e xt gift e xch a n ge ,

ta ke  a  h o lida y ca rd , a n d  in  it, w rite

th e  n a m e, ra n k, a n d  se rvice  bra n ch

o f th e  tro o p  w h o m  yo u  h a ve  spo n -

so re d . Te ll yo u r gift e xch a n ge  pa rt-

n e r—sa y, it w a s  a  ve te ra n  u n cle —

th a t yo u  h a ve  a do pte d  a  se rvice

m e m be r in  yo u r u n cle ’s  h o n o r.  By

do in g so , yo u  w ill h a ve  pu t a  ve ry

m e a n in gfu l tw is t o n  gift-givin g th is

Ho lida y se a so n —a n d th ro u gh o u t th e

tim e  o f yo u r tro o p’s  de plo ym e n t.

Ma jo r Jo n  Cu s tis , USMC, be lie ve s

th a t “a do pt a  se rvice m e m be r” pro -

gra m s s ign ifica n tly bo o s t th e  m o ra le

o f yo u n g, fo rw a rd  de plo ye d  m e n  a n d

w o m e n . He  h im se lf h a s  be e n  “a do pt-

e d”, a n d  Cu s tis  h a s  a do pte d  o th e r

Ma rin e s  w h ile  h e , h im se lf, w a s  n o t

de plo ye d . “Im a gin e  th a t yo u  w e re

co m in g o ff a  pa tro l o r re tu rn in g fro m

a  lo n g co n vo y. Yo u ’re  tire d , d irty, a n d

h u n gry. Bu t th e n , so m e o n e  pa sse s

yo u  a  pa cka ge  th a t ca m e  in  w ith  th e

m a il. To  re ce ive  so m e th in g like

th is—e spe cia lly fro m  a  s tra n ge r—le ts

yo u  kn o w  th a t n o t a ll o f Am e rica  is

‘a t th e  m a ll’,” Cu s tis  sa id . 

What makes the gift-giving
season meaningful and
memorable? For some, it
would be driving your chil-
dren though neighborhoods
decked in candy-colored
lights. “Visions” of turkey,
ham, and second-helpings of
pie may “dance in your
head”. Or, you may enjoy the
merriment of friends and
family during football games.
Universally, reconnecting with
loved ones and faith is what
makes the season joyful. But,
then, there is that gift-
exchange part of every
Christmas party…

U.S. Army Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division unload mail on Christmas
Eve on Combat Outpost Mokista in Muqdadiyah, Iraq. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Shawn M. Cassatt)

A Gift
of

Hope
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No  o n e  ca n  pre d ict th a t w h a t lie s

be n e a th  th a t sh in y Sa n ta  pa pe r is

so m e th in g th a t w ill be  a ppre cia te d .

Bu t yo u  ca n  be  su re  th a t a n yth in g

yo u  se n d  in  yo u r FPO-a ddre sse d

ca rdbo a rd  bo x w ill be  a  “pe rfe ct fit.”

Wh e n  yo u  a do pt a  tro o p , yo u  ca n

sh o w  yo u r su ppo rt by se n din g pa ck-

a ge s , be in g a  de dica te d  pe n  pa l, o r

by do in g bo th . 

Th e re  a re  a  n u m be r o f o rga n iz a tio n s

de dica te d  to  th e  m o ra le  su ppo rt o f

o u r de plo ye d  se rvice  m e m be rs .

An ySo ld ie r.co m  is  th e  la rge s t o rga n i-

z a tio n  th a t p ro m o te s  th e  “a do ptio n ”

o f n o t o n ly So ld ie rs , bu t Ma rin e s ,

Sa ilo rs , Airm e n , a n d  Co a s t

Gu a rdsm e n .  “An y So ld ie r” w a s

la u n ch e d  by Se rge a n t Bria n  Ho rn , a n

In fa n try So ld ie r w h o  w a n te d  to  h e lp

ca re  fo r h is  fe llo w  So ld ie rs . Th is  s ite

h a s  se rve d  ove r 1 m illio n  U.S.

tro o ps . Click o n  th e  “Wh e re  to  Se n d”

pa ge  a n d  se le ct th e  n a m e (s) o f th e

tro o ps  yo u  w ish  to  spo n so r. Th e n ,

fo r a  lis t o f w h a t yo u r tro o p(s ) m a y

n e e d , click o n  “Wh a t to  Se n d”. Vis it:

w w w.An ySo ld ie r.co m  

Rya n Ru st.co m  is  a  w e bs ite  so le ly
de dica te d  to  Ma rin e s . Rya n  Ru s t is  a
pa trio tic h igh  sch o o le r w h o —w ith
h is  fa th e r, gra n dfa th e r a n d  fa m ily—
pro m o te s  th e  Ado pt a  Ma rin e  (AAM)
pro gra m  a s  a  ra ce ca r te a m .  Ado pt A
Ma rin e  h a s  re ce ive d  m u ch  a cco la de
fro m  th e  Ma rin e  Co rps  fo r AAM’s
co n tin u e d  su cce ss  in  fa cilita tin g 
th e  de live ry o f m o re  th a n  100,000
a rticle s  o f m a il a n d  su pplie s  to
de plo ye d  Ma rin e s . 

Yo u ’ve  la n de d  a t Rya n  Ru s t’s  Ado pt
A Ma rin e  s ite  w h e n  yo u  w ill se e  a
go ld  “Ea gle , Glo be  a n d  An ch o r” a n d
th e  yo u n g drive r, p ro u dly s ta n din g
be h in d  h is  “Ado pt A Ma rin e ” lo go -
be a rin g ra ce ca r. Sim ply click o n
“Ado pt A Ma rin e ” a n d  s ign  u p  to
spo n so r yo u r Ma rin e (s ). Vis it:
w w w.Rya n Ru st.co m

“Tre a t An y So ld ie r” is  a  type  o f fa s t-

tra ck givin g. Sim ply se n d  yo u r

m o n e y a n d  so m e o n e  w ill se n d  a

tro o p  a  pa cka ge  fo r yo u . Vis it:

w w w.Tre a tAn ySo ld ie r.co m

Quick list of 
What to Send

The Adopt sites w ill have hefty lists of

w hat to send, but if you have adopt-

ed a tank  crew m an, infantry, or

artillery troop, check  out Marine

Infantry Captain, Matthew  Peterson’s

quick -list of things you can pick  up

w hile you’re out shopping. 

Duct tape

All-purpose tools 
(Leatherman, Gerber, etc.)

AA batteries

Razors/shaving equipment
(Mach 3 razors or better—good razors 

are difficult to come by in the field.)

Resent Magazines: Economist,

Time, Outside, Newsweek,

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, etc.

Beef jerky

Bungee Cords (dark colored)

Tip : Alw ays in clu de a th an k -you

n ote an d tell you r troop abou t

you rself. In clu de a self-addressed

(u n stam ped) envelope, paper an d

a pen . W ritin g su pplies can  be dif-

ficu lt to com e by for som e service

m em bers. 

Letters From 
Our Troops

“To a ll w hom  th is m a y con cern : 

I w ould like  to  person a lly tha n k a ll of

those w ho have recen tly con tributed

their tim e and efforts in  w ha t I be lieve

to  be  a n  a w e-in spirin g displa y of sup-

port from  the  hom e-fron t. The  ‘An y

Soldier’ ca m pa ign  ha s seen  tea rs from

som e, given  hope to  m ost, and ha s

been  a n  in spira tion  to  us a ll. Your

re len tless support ha s provided the

sim ple  rem in der tha t an yone of us

w ould proudly die  for a  gra teful na tion

in  our on goin g figh t a ga in st te rror-

ism .”— Se rge a n t Bria n  Ho rn , USA.

Th e  fo llo w in g is  a n  e xce rp t fro m  a

le tte r th a t w a s  se n t to  Ado pt A

Ma rin e  fro m  a  de plo ye d  Ma rin e

Co lo n e l. He  re qu e s te d  to  re m a in

a n o n ym o u s  fo r se cu rity pu rpo se s .  

“I ha ve  been  a  Ma rin e  for 28 yea rs. I

ha ve  served in  Beiru t Leba n on  durin g

the  ’83 bom bin g. I w a s in  Mon rovia ,

Liberia , Desert Shie ld. I m a de  three

trips to  Bosn ia , a nd been  to  Alba n ia

and Kosovo, tw ice .  This is m y second

trip to  Ira q. In  a ll tha t tim e , I ha ve  n o t

experienced the  hom e-fron t support

tha t you  a n d your n e tw ork provides.

To those  of us w ho rem em ber

Vie tn a m , your ha rd w ork renew s m y

fa ith  in  the  Am erica n  people . I a m

gra tefu l tha t m y youn g m en  a n d

w om en  do not have to  experience the

conflict tha t those  before  us suffered…

Tha n ks for your support. Our m otto

says it a ll: Sem per Fidelis or “Alw ays

fa ith fu l”. Tha n k you  for your fa ith fu l

watch. You ha ve  our backs.”

—Co lo n e l N., USMC. 

Add a  n e w  fo n d  m e m o ry to  yo u r

h o lida y. Pe rpe tu a te  th e  givin g se a so n

w h ile  su ppo rtin g tro o ps , ye a r-ro u n d.

Yo u r gift w ill h e lp  re n e w  so m e o n e ’s

h o pe  w h ile  th e y a re  se rvin g a bro a d .

“It’s  e xtre m e ly u pliftin g a n d , ye t, so

e a sy to  do ,” sa ys  Cu s tis . “It ta ke s  so

little  tim e  to  w rite  a  le tte r a n d  to ss  a

fe w  co m fo rt ite m s  in to  a  pa cka ge …

We  sh o u ld  h e lp  prove  th a t w e

h a ve n ’t fo rgo tte n  a bo u t th e m .”

Jacqu elin e Davidson  is a freelan ce w riter
livin g in  Virgin ia.


