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Some people just never learn.

I su rvive d  be in g a n  “Arm y Bra t” o n ly
to  do  th e  u n th in ka ble : be co m e  a n
Arm y spo u se .

I th o u gh t I w a s  w e ll p re pa re d . I’d
w a tch e d  m y Mo m  go  th ro u gh  co u n t-
le ss  m ove s  w ith  gra ce  a n d  h u m o r—
in clu din g th e  o n e  fo r th e  “e a sy”
a ss ign m e n t a t Fo rt Po lk, La . My s te p-
fa th e r w a s  a ss ign e d  to  w o rk w ith
de plo ym e n ts , bu t o f co u rse , n o th in g
w a s  h a ppe n in g in  th e  m ilita ry
w o rld—th e  Co ld  Wa r w a s  ove r a n d
e ve ryth in g w a s  qu ie t. Th a t w a s  th e
su m m e r o f 1990. Th a t Au gu s t, a s
m o st pe o ple  kn o w, Ira q
in va de d  Ku w a it a n d  it
se e m e d e ve ry so ld ie r h e a d-
in g to  th e  Middle  Ea s t ca m e
th ro u gh  Fo rt Po lk. Th o se
dre a m s o f la z y da ys  spe n t
go lfin g qu ickly fa de d .

Wh e n  I m a rrie d  m y h u sba n d
Bria n , h e  w a s  a  Na tio n a l
Gu a rd  o ffice r. On e  w e e ke n d
a  m o n th  a n d  tw o  w e e ks  a
ye a r...th a t w a s  th e ir m o tto .
Th a t d idn ’t la s t lo n g, e ith e r.

So o n  a fte r o u r w e ddin g, h e
a ske d  m e  w h a t I th o u gh t o f
h is  go in g in to  th e  m ilita ry
fu ll tim e  a s  a  Title  10 o ffice r.
We  w o u ld  m ove  to
Wa sh in gto n , D.C. He ck, I’d
live d  in  th e  sa m e  city fo r
fo u r w h o le  ye a rs ! I w a s  ge t-
tin g re s tle ss , so  w h y n o t?

In  th e  co m in g ye a rs , o u r tw o  da u gh -
te rs  w e re  bo rn  in to  th e  Arm y life  in
tru e  Arm y bra t fa sh io n —e a ch  ch ild
bo rn  in  a  d iffe re n t s ta te . We  m ove d a
fe w  m o re  tim e s , th e  la s t tim e  be in g
o u t to  Co lo ra do ...m a in ly to  e sca pe
th e  DC-a re a  cra z in e ss  th a t ke e p
su ckin g u s  ba ck.

Th e  m ove  to  Co lo ra do  w a s  e xcitin g,
bu t it a lso  to o k u s  th e  fa rth e s t a w a y

fro m  fa m ily. Th is , o f co u rse , w a s  th e
pe rfe ct tim e  fo r Bria n  to  ge t o rde rs
to  go  to  Afgh a n is ta n  fo r a  ye a r.

We  pre pa re d  fo r h is  de plo ym e n t a s
m o st fa m ilie s  do : p la n n e d  o u r
m e th o d  o f co m m u n ica tio n , e ve n
th o u gh  w e  h a d  n o  ide a  w h a t type  o f
co n ditio n s  h e ’d  be  fa cin g; u pda te d
o u r w ills  (th a t w a s  h a rd) a n d  m a de
su re  I h a d  Po w e r o f Atto rn e y to  h a n -
d le  e ve ryth in g w h ile  h e  w a s  go n e .

He  le ft fo r tra in in g a t Fo rt Rile y,
Ka n sa s  th e  da y a fte r Ea s te r, 2007. I
re m e m be r tryin g n o t to  cry—m y o ld-
e s t da u gh te r w a s  do in g e n o u gh  fo r

th e  bo th  o f u s . Th e  yo u n ge r o n e ,
ba re ly th re e , re a lly d idn ’t gra sp  w h a t
w a s  h a ppe n in g, a n d  fo r th a t I w a s
th a n kfu l.

Bria n  tra in e d  fo r se ve ra l w e e ks
be fo re  le a vin g in  th e  su m m e r. w e
m a de  th e  e igh t-h o u r trip  a  fe w  tim e s
to  se e  h im  be fo re  h e  le ft, th e n  I
m a de  o n e  m o re  b ig trip  w h e n  h e  d id
le a ve . 

I w e n t h o m e .

I s ta ye d  go n e  fo r th e  e n tire  su m m e r,
vis itin g fa m ily a ll ove r th e  So u th  a n d
th e  Ea s t Co a s t. It w a s  e xtre m e ly
h e lpfu l to  be  su rro u n de d  by fa m ily,
e spe cia lly m y m o m , w h o  co u ld  m o s t
clo se ly re la te  to  w h a t I w a s  go in g
th ro u gh . 

I th in k it w a s  h e lpfu l fo r m y da u gh -
te rs , to o , to  be  su rro u n de d  by so
m a n y pe o ple  w h o  love d  th e m . I m u s t
a dm it, it w a s  h a rd  co m in g ba ck to
Co lo ra do  in  tim e  fo r m y o lde s t to
s ta rt kin de rga rte n  th a t fa ll.

My a ppro a ch  to  Bria n ’s  a bse n ce  w a s
to  ge t m yse lf a n d  m y girls  a s

in vo lve d  a s  I co u ld . Th e y to o k
da n ce , gym n a s tics  a n d  so cce r,
w h ile  I th re w  m yse lf in to  m y
w o rk a n d  a  ch a rita b le  gro u p  I
h a d  jo in e d  w h e n  w e  firs t
m ove d  to  Co lo ra do . I a lso
fo rm e d a  clo se  bo n d w ith  a
frie n d  w h o se  h u sba n d  le ft o n
th e  sa m e  de plo ym e n t a s
Bria n , a n d  w e  trie d  to  ge t
to ge th e r se ve ra l tim e s  a
m o n th  ju s t fo r fu n .

Of co u rse , w h e n  Bria n  fin a lly
ca m e  h o m e, w e  w e re  th rille d ,
bu t it w a s  a lso  so m e w h a t o f a
ch a lle n ge  to  a d ju s t o u r n e w,
bu sy live s  to  h a vin g Da ddy
h o m e  a ga in  (Wh a t do  yo u
m e a n  I ca n ’t w a tch  Project
Runw ay be ca u se  a  h u n tin g
sh o w  is  o n  n o w ? Yo u  e xpe ct
m e  to  a ctu a lly co o k m e a t a n d

po ta to e s ...e ve ry n igh t? Wh a t’s  w ro n g
w ith  ce re a l fo r d in n e r?)

Bu t w e  ta lke d  (a n d  jo ke d) a bo u t th e
a dju s tm e n ts  to  co m in g h o m e  a n d
h a vin g h im  h o m e, a n d  I th in k w e
h a ve  be co m e  s tro n ge r th a n  e ve r. 

An d n o t th a t I w a n t Bria n  to  le a ve
o n  a n o th e r de plo ym e n t e ve r a ga in ,
bu t I h a ve  to  a dm it, I do  e n jo y th e
o cca s io n a l TDY trip  so  I ca n  w a tch
Project Run w a y in  pe a ce .

Editor Jennifer G. Williams and daughters Katie Beth and Alleigh welcome home hus-
band and Daddy LTC Brian Williams from a year-long deployment to Afghanistan in
Spring 2008 at Fort Riley, Kansas.
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While military family members experience the same issues, joys and sorrows, we each  are different in our approaches and responses. Please share
your stories with us! Send in  along with your contact information to jenniferw@ameriforce.net 


