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When considering granting a power
of attorney, know there are two types
from which to choose:

A general power of attorney
gives another person broad and 
far reaching authority to handle 
your affairs. 

A special power of attorney
only provides for specifically limited
handling of your affairs such as sell-
ing your vehicle or house or prepar-
ing your taxes. 

Regardless of the type of power of
attorney you give, there should be a
specific termination date. As an attor-
ney, I recommend powers of attorney
terminate after one year has passed.

The following two “case scenarios”
should provide a clearer illustration
of the power of POAs:

Case Scenario 1
“John” was ordered to active duty to
be deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. John has
been married for 18 years to a won-
derful person, “Jane.”

John loved Jane very much and want-
ed to ensure Jane was able to take
care of things in John’s absence. Prior
to his deployment, John gave Jane a
power of attorney.

Do to the stress and temptations dur-
ing John’s absence, Jane files for
divorce. However, due to John not
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181st Fighter Wing  member Lt Col Riegler, JAG, explains Wills and Power of Attorney to Marine Corporal
Debacourt before he departs for overseas deployment. Indiana ANG photo by SMSgt John S. Chapman

With the significant

increase in deploy-

ments of active,

reserve and Guard

service members

since September 11,

2001, full-time and

part-time military fami-

lies have had to figure

out the best ways to

make things work

while their loved one is

overseas. 

In many cases, service

members choose to

designate a power of

attorney to a loved

one to help oversee

legal or financial mat-

ters at home. But

knowing when and to

whom to designate a

power of attorney is of

the utmost impor-

tance—never under-

estimate the power of

a POA!
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