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Guam
First, a  little  about the people . Guam anians a re  U.S. resi-
den ts, but they do not vote  in  U.S. e lections.
Roughly 50 percen t of the popula tion  is
Cham orro, 25 percen t Filipino and
about 25 percen t Caucasian . The
rest a re  Chinese, Japanese, Korean
and other na tiona l origins. Most
people  on  the sm a ll island speak
Cham orro, follow ed by English
and Japanese.

The island’s econom y depends
prim arily on  U.S. federa l and m ili-
ta ry spending follow ed by tourism .
A surge in  tourists has crea ted a  con-
struction  boom  tha t has replaced older
structures w ith luxury hotels.

This beautiful island w as a lm ost destroyed during World
War II. Since then , the island has becom e one of the m ost
progressive in  the Pacific Rim . The people  e lected their first
governm ent in  the 1970. 

Don’t be surprised to  see people  chew ing on  ha rd nuts
ca lled betelnuts—the tradition  of chew ing the betelnut is
pa rt of the cultura l, going back thousands of yea rs. The
habit is usua lly passed dow n by a  person’s grandparen ts.
The nut is som etim es w rapped in  the peppery- ta sting
betelnut lea f. Som e say the popula tion  m ay have sta rted
chew ing the concoction  because of its benefit to  teeth.
While  the nuts and leaves sta in  the teeth, the substance
protects teeth from  cavities.

Wh ile  in  Gu a m , be  su re  to  ta ke  in  th e  is la n d’s  fa m o u s
fish in g, d ivin g a n d  o th e r w a te r a ctivitie s . Th e  w a rm
w a te r is  e xtre m e ly cle a r w ith  vis ib ility so m e tim e s  a s

m u ch  a s  150 fe e t. Gu a m  o ffe rs  so m e  o f th e  be s t
d ivin g in  th e  w o rld  a n d  is  th e  o n ly p la ce  

w h e re  d ive rs  ca n  se e  sh ipw re cks  fro m  
WWI a n d  WWII—th e  To ka i Ma ru  a n d  

th e  SMS Co rm o ra n . 

Wh e n  d ivin g, be  su re  to  se e  th e  a re a ’s
im pre ss ive  live  co ra l—ju s t do n ’t ta ke
a n y. Th e re  a re  s tiff pe n a ltie s  fo r re m ov-
in g co ra l. Ka ya k to u rs  o f la go o n s  a re

po pu la r, a n d  it is  a lso  po ss ib le  to  re n t a
ka ya k a n d  ta ke  o ff o n  yo u r o w n .

Be  su re  to  a lso  se e  so m e  o f th e  s ite s  m a de
fa m o u s  by th e  w a r w a ge d  o n  th e  is la n d . In  1944,

Gu a m  w a s  th e  s ite  o f a  b lo o dy ba ttle  a s  U.S. tro o ps
re cla im e d th e  is la n d  fro m  th e  Ja pa n e se . Afte r th e  w a r,
U.S. tro o ps  cle a n e d  u p  th e  m a ss ive  a m o u n t o f de bris  
le ft be h in d  a n d  se t u p  ba se s . To  le a rn  m o re  a bo u t th e
is la n d’s  m ilita ry h is to ry, vis it th e  Wa r in  th e  Pa cific
Na tio n a l His to rica l Pa rk-Gu a m . Th e  pa rk h o n o rs  th o se
w h o  pa rticipa te d  in  th e  ca m pa ign s  o f th e  Pa cific
Th e a te r. Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n , vis it 
w w w.vis itgu a m .o rg

Hawaii
Our 50th sta te  is one of our m ost beautiful, w ith  brea th-tak-
ing w a terfa lls, expansive lush ga rdens and volcanoes. And
the ocean  w a ter a ll a round is w arm  and clea r. 

By Carla Caldw ell

Lucky you. 
You get to live in one of the most beautiful parts of the world! Be sure to take in the culture,
try the food and meet new friends. Here are a few things to know about your new home in
Guam, Hawaii, Japan, Okinawa or South Korea.

Ph oto above, cou rtesy HVCB; below, Gu am  Visitors Bu reau
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Ka ya k in  th e  o ce a n , le a rn  to  su rf a n d  ride  h o rse s  a lo n g
th e  sh o re .Be  su re  to  se e  th e  m ile s  o f p in e a pple  fa rm s
a n d e n o rm o u s  ca ttle  fa rm s  w h ile  yo u  a re  th e re . Ta ke
in  Ha w a ii’s  b la ck sa n d  be a ch e s . On e  o f th e  la rge s t is
o n  th e  Big Is la n d . Th e  be a ch e s  e vo lve  fro m  gro u n d
la va  a n d  a re  lo ca te d  m o s tly o n  th e  so u th e a s t pa rt o f
th e  is la n d , w h ich  is  m o s t vo lca n ica lly a ctive .

No  s ta y in  Ha w a ii is  co m ple te  w ith o u t a  to u r o f Pe a rl
Ha rbo r a n d  th e  USS Ariz o n a  Me m o ria l. On  De c. 7,
1941 th e  Ja pa n e se  a tta cke d  th e  la rge  Na vy ba se  a t
Pe a rl Ha rbo r, o n  th e  is la n d  o f Oa h u , a s  m o s t m e m be rs
o f th e  m ilita ry s le p t. Wh e e le r Arm y Airfie ld  a t th e  ce n -
te r o f th e  is la n d  w a s  a lso  a tta ch e d . Th e  a tta cks  re su lt-
e d  in  2,390 de a d  a n d  h u n dre ds  w o u n de d , a n d  ca ta -
pu lte d  th e  U.S. in to  Wo rld  Wa r II. 

Ea rly th a t m o rn in g, th e  USS Ariz o n a  w a s  h it by a
1,760-po u n d, a rm o r-p ie rcin g bo m b. Th e  ba ttle sh ip
sa n k in  n in e  m in u te s . To da y, vis ito rs  ca n  vis it th e  USS
Ariz o n a  Me m o ria l Vis ito r Ce n te r to  se e  a rtifa cts  a n d  a
film  a bo u t th e  w a r. A bo a t sh u ttle  ta ke s  vis ito rs  to  th e
USS Ariz o n a  Me m o ria l, a  flo a tin g m e m o ria l bu ilt
ove r th e  su n ke n  h u ll o f th e  su n ke n  ba ttle sh ip .

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t Ha w a ii, vis it
w w w.go h a w a ii.co m .

Japan
Ja pa n  is  s ligh tly sm a lle r th a n  Ca lifo rn ia  a n d  co n -
s is ts  o f fo u r m a jo r is la n ds  su rro u n de d  by m o re  th a n
4,000 sm a lle r is la n ds . Th e re  a re  to w e rin g m o u n ta in s
a n d  vo lca n o e s  a n d  lu sh , tw is tin g va lle ys . 

Th e re  a re  m o re  th a n  126 m illio n  pe o ple  a n d  m o st o f
th e m  live  in  de n se ly po pu la te d  u rba n  a re a s . Th e
la rge s t u rba n  a re a  is  To kyo . Ja pa n e se  is  th e  o fficia l
la n gu a ge , bu t m a n y pe o ple  spe a k En glish .  

Wh ile  in  Ja pa n , try to  ta ke  in  o n e  o f th e  co u n try’s
fa m o u s  te a  ce re m o n ie s . Th e  ce re m o n y w a s  bro u gh t
to  Ja pa n  fro m  Ch in a  in  th e  16th  Ce n tu ry ba se d  o n
th e  sp irit o f Ze n . If yo u  a tte n d  a  te a  ce re m o n y, n e ve r
ta ke  th e  te a  cu p  o r bo w l be fo re  a  m o re  se n io r
gu e s t—it is  co n s ide re d  ba d  m a n n e rs . Also  be  su re  to
w ipe  th e  rim  o f th e  cu p  o r bo w l be fo re  re tu rn in g it
to  th e  h o s t. 

Be  su re  to  vis it so m e  o f th e  co u n try’s  pa la ce s , w h ich
a re  o w n e d by th e  gove rn m e n t a n d  se rve  a s  h o m e s
a n d  o ffice s  fo r th e  ro ya l fa m ily. To u rs  a re  o ffe re d ,
bu t re se rva tio n s  a re  u su a lly re qu ire d . 

A trip  to  th e  Ja pa n e se  city o f Hiro sh im a  is  a  m u s t.
Hiro sh im a  City is  th e  firs t p la ce  to  kn o w  th e  te rrib le
e ffe cts  o f a n  a to m ic bo m b. Th e  Hiro sh im a  Ato m ic
Bo m b Do m e  sym bo liz e s  th e  im po rta n ce  o f w o rld
pe a ce , e m ph a s iz e d  a ga in  a t th e  Pe a ce  Me m o ria l
Pa rk, ju s t n e xt to  th e  do m e . 

Ce le bra te  life  a t o n e  o f th e  co u n try’s  
co lo rfu l a n d  e la bo ra te  fe s tiva ls  th a t

fo cu s  o n  flo w e rs , th e  se a so n s  o f 
th e  ye a r o r a n ce s to rs , a m o n g
o th e r to p ics . Fo r a  lis t o f fe s tiva ls
a n d  da te s , o r fo r in fo rm a tio n  o n
o th e r th in gs  to  do  in  Ja pa n , vis it
th e  Ja pa n  Na tio n a l To u ris t

Orga n iz a tio n ’s  w e b s ite  a t
w w w.jn to .go .jp

Okinawa
Okin a w a  is  Ja pa n ’s  so u th e rn m o st pre fe ctu re , 
o r re gio n a l d is trict. It is  m a de  u p  o f se ve ra l 
sm a ll is la n ds .

con tinu ed on  page 8

Ph otos th is page by Bill Sciotti, Jr.
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Th e  is la n ds  a n d  su rro u n din g w a te rs  a re  so m e  o f th e
m o st be a u tifu l in  th e  w o rld . Th e  m a rin e  life  is  e xte n -
s ive  a n d  th e re  a re  n u m e ro u s  co ra l re e fs , so
sn o rke lin g a n d  scu ba  d ivin g a re  e xtre m e ly
po pu la r. Th e  be a u ty be lie s  th e  h o rrific ba t-
tle  th a t w a s  fo u gh t th e re  to w a rd  th e  e n d
o f Wo rld  Wa r II.

Th e  la rge s t a m ph ib io u s  in va s io n  o f th e
Pa cific ca m pa ign  w a s  fo u gh t h e re . Th e re
w e re  38,000 Am e rica n s  w o u n de d  a n d
12,000 kille d  o r m iss in g. So m e  107,000
Ja pa n e se  a n d  Okin a w a n  so ld ie rs  w e re  kille d
a n d  a s  m a n y a s  100,000 Okin a w a n  civilia n s
w e re  kille d . Th e  U.S. m ilita ry w a n te d  Okin a w a  fo r
se ve ra l re a so n s , a m o n g th e m  w a s  th a t Am e rica n
bo m be rs  co u ld  re a ch  th e  Ja pa n e se  h o m e  is la n ds
fro m  h e re . Th e  co n tin u e d  pre se n ce  o f U.S. tro o ps  is
so m e w h a t co n te n tio u s  a m o n g so m e  lo ca ls , bu t m o s t
re s ide n ts  a re  frie n dly to  Am e rica n s , in clu din g
Am e rica n  so ld ie rs . 

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t Okin a w a , vis it
w w w.ja pa n -gu ide .co m

South Korea
If yo u  se t o u t to  le a rn  a bo u t Ko re a ’s  h is to ry, it’s  be s t
to  se t a s ide  so m e  tim e . With  5,000 ye a rs  to  s tu dy,
yo u ’ll ce rta in ly h a ve  yo u r h a n ds  fu ll. 

Ko re a  w a s  libe ra te d  fro m  th e  Ja pa n e se  in  1945, bu t
w a s  tra gica lly sp it a t th e  38th  pa ra lle l. Bo th  re gio n s
w e re  u n de r te m po ra ry m ilita ry ru le  by th e  U.S. a n d
Sovie t a rm ie s . So u th  Ko re a  w a s  a b le  to  h o ld  a  de m o -

cra tic e le ctio n . No rth  Ko re a  ch o se  a  co m m u n is t
le a de r. In  1950, No rth  Ko re a  a ide d  by th e  Sovie t

Un io n  a n d  Ch in a  la te r trie d  to  in va de  So u th  Ko re a ,
w h ich  w a s  a ide d  by 16 n a tio n s . Th e  w a r co n tin -

u e d  fo r th re e  ye a rs .

Yo u ’ll w a n t to  se e  So u th  Ko re a ’s  ca p ita l city,
Se o u l, w h ich  is  h o m e  to  10.3 m illio n  pe o ple .
Th e  city is  fa m o u s  fo r its  sh o ppin g, re s ta u -
ra n ts  a n d  n igh tlife .

Th e  city’s  h is to ry go e s  ba ck 600 ye a rs , a n d
th e re  a re  p le n ty o f h is to ric s ite s  to  ta ke  in . Bu t, if

so m e th in g m o re  m o de rn  is  in  o rde r try Lo tte  Wo rld
th e m e  pa rk. Th e re  a re  th rill ride s , a n  ice  rin k a n d
pa ra de s . If yo u  n e e d  a  bre a k, th e re  is  a  la ke  a n d
w a lkin g tra il. So m e  s ix m illio n  pe o ple  vis it th e  s ite
e a ch  ye a r.

Bu sa n , th e  se co n d la rge s t city in  So u th  Ko re a , a lso
w a rra n ts  a  vis it. It is  a  gre a t p la ce  to  go  fo r a ctivitie s
o n  th e  w a te r. Th e  a re a  is  kn o w n  fo r its  be a u tifu l
be a ch e s  a n d  ta ll m o u n ta in s . Th e  city h o s ts  th e  Pu sa n
In te rn a tio n a l Film  Fe s tiva l, w h ich  a ttra cts  m ovie  fa n s
fro m  a ll ove r th e  w o rld  e a ch  ye a r.

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t So u th  Ko re a , vis it
h ttp :/ / e n glish .vis itko re a .o r.kr/ e n u / in de x.kto

Try o u r su gge s tio n s , bu t by a ll m e a n s  ge t o u t th e re
a n d  e xplo re  o n  yo u r o w n . Yo u  ju s t m igh t d iscove r a
n e w  fa vo rite  p la ce !

con tinu ed from   page 7

Carla Caldwell is a freelance 
writer living in Georgia.

Ph otos: left, cou rtesy Ak ita Prefectu re/ JNTO, righ t, cou rtesy JNTO, below, cou rtesy KNTO


