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GUAM
Gu a m  is  a  re la tive ly sm a ll is la n d  a n d  it’s  e a sy to  tra ve l by
ca r. If yo u  do n ’t h a ve  a  ca r a n d  w a n t to  do  so m e  e xplo r-
in g, m a n y lo ca l bu s in e sse s  re n t ca rs  a t fa irly lo w  ra te s . 
Or ta ke  th e  gove rn m e n t-o pe ra te d  Gu a m  Ma ss  Tra n s it
Au th o rity. Th e  sys te m  o ffe rs  n in e  ro u te s  th a t co n n e ct
m o st is la n d  villa ge s . Th e  fa re  is  typ ica lly $3 fo r th e  da y.
Do  n o te , h o w e ve r, th a t th e  bu se s  so m e tim e s  a re  n o t re li-
a b le  a n d  ro u te s  a re  lim ite d .

Vis ito rs  to  th e  is la n d  o fte n  pre fe r ta kin g o n e  o f th e  m a n y
priva te ly o pe ra te d  sh o ppin g o r to u r bu se s .

If a  sh o rt trip  o r e rra n d  is  in  o rde r, ta xica bs  a re  a va ila b le .
Mo st trips  a re  $3 fo r th e  firs t m ile  a n d  60 ce n ts  fo r e a ch
qu a rte r m ile  a fte rw a rd . Expe ct to  w a it 15 m in u te s  o r so
fo r a  ca b.

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  tra ve l in  Gu a m ,
vis it w w w.vis itgu a m .o rg 

JAPAN
All in  a ll, Ja pa n  is  kn ow n  fo r ha vin g on e  o f the  best, if n o t
the  best, m a ss-tra n sit system  in  the  w orld. An  estim a ted 90
percen t o f u rba n  tra ve lin g is  don e  by m a ss tra n sit. There
a re  n um erous option s to  choose  from —subw a ys, com -
m ute r tra in s , buses , ta xis—you  ca n  pre tty m uch  ge t a n y-
w here  you  w a n t to  go  th rough  Ja pa n ’s  tra n sit system .

Su bw a y lin e s  a re  a va ila b le  in  a ll m a jo r citie s , a n d  provide
pro m pt, e fficie n t tra n spo rta tio n . Th e  JR Ya m a n o te -se n
lo o p  lin e  in  To kyo  a n d  its  Osa ka  ka n jo -se n  lo o p  lin e  bo th
circle  th e  ce n te r o f th e ir re spe ctive  citie s . In  To kyo , JR
ra te s  s ta rt fro m  130 Ja pa n e se  ye n  (a bo u t $1.22), su bw a y
fa re s  a t 160 Ja pa n e se  ye n  (a bo u t $1.50) fo r To kyo  Me tro
a n d  To e i (Me tro po lita n ) lin e s , a n d  bo th  fa re s  in cre a se
w ith  th e  d is ta n ce  tra ve le d . Alm o st a ll s ta tio n s  h a ve  ve n d-
in g m a ch in e s  fo r ticke ts  a n d  a u to m a tic ticke t-ch e ckin g
m a ch in e s  a t th e ir e n tra n ce / e xit ga te s .

Vis ito rs  re po rt th e  tra in s  a n d  s ta tio n s  (a n d  ba th -
ro o m s!) a re  cle a n , a n d  tra in s  a n d  s ta tio n s  a re  ve ry
cle a rly m a rke d  w ith  ro u te  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  h o w  to  ge t
a ro u n d o n ce  in s ide  a  s ta tio n . Bilin gu a l a n n o u n ce -
m e n ts  h e lp  pa sse n ge rs  kn o w  w h ich  s to ps  a re  n e xt.

Ja pa n ’s  tra n s it tra in s  a re  n o to rio u s ly ja m -pa cke d ,
e spe cia lly du rin g ru sh  h o u rs , a n d  gro pin g h a s  e m e rge d
a s  a  pro ble m . Ma n y tra in s  n o w  o ffe r fe m a le -o n ly ca rs ,
to  h e lp  re du ce  th e  pro ble m  a n d  to  e n co u ra ge  m o re
w o m e n  to  ride  th e  tra in s  to  w o rk.

Ja pa n  o ffe rs  se ve ra l ra il pa ss  o p tio n s , w h ich  ca n  give
vis ito rs  u n lim ite d  u se  o f its  ra ilw a y, bu s  a n d  e ve n  fe rry
se rvice . On e  pa ss , JR’s  Ja pa n  Ra il Pa ss , ca n  o n ly be
bo u gh t o u ts ide  th e  co u n try, a n d  is  de s ign e d  fo r u se  by
vis itin g to u ris ts . Ma ybe  bu y o n e  be fo re  yo u  h e a d  ove r-
se a s , a n d  e xplo re  yo u r n e w  h o m e  w h e n  yo u  a rrive .

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  ge ttin g a ro u n d Ja pa n , vis it
w w w.jn to.go.jp/ eng/ a rrange/ transporta tion / index.htm l

HAWAII
Ha w a ii is  m a de  u p  o f s ix m a jo r, ye t d is tin ct is la n ds :
Ka u a i, Oa h u , Mo lo ka i, La n a i, Ma u i a n d  Ha w a ii. Ea ch
is  be a u tifu l a n d  m a n y bu s in e sse s  o ffe r sh o rt fligh ts
fro m  is la n d  to  is la n d , so  yo u  ca n  e xplo re  th e m  a ll. 

On ce  yo u ’ve  a rrive d  o n  a n y o f th e  is la n ds , yo u ’ll w a n t
to  m a ke  th e  m o s t o f it. Tra ve l by ca r is  a m o n g th e  be s t
w a ys  to  e xplo re . Th e re  a re  m a n y ca r re n ta l bu s in e sse s
a n d  m a n y o f th e  bu s in e sse s  o ffe r co n ve rtib le s  a n d
je e ps . In  a dditio n , m a n y gu ide d  to u rs  a re  a va ila b le  by
bu s . Fo r sh o rt trips  a n d  e rra n ds  m o s t is la n ds  h a ve
pu blic tra n spo rta tio n , ta xie s  a n d  sh u ttle s .

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t tra ve lin g in  Ha w a ii, vis it
w w w.go h a w a ii.co m

The Places 
You’ll Go…

On the Move

By Carla Caldw ell

Once you’ve settled into your new home, you’ll

want to explore your new community. The

options for travel vary depending on where you

are in the Pacific Rim, but we’ll do our best to

share some of the easiest to access.
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OKINAWA 
Sigh tse e in g is  a  m u s t in  Okin a w a , bu t do in g th a t ca n  be
a  little  tricky. Th e  le a s t e xpe n s ive  w a y to  s igh tse e  a n d
ru n  e rra n ds  is  by bu s , bu t le a rn in g th e  sys te m  ta ke s
pa tie n ce . Mo re  th a n  o n e  co m pa n y o pe ra te s  bu s in e ss , so
if yo u  bu y a  da y pa ss  yo u  ca n  u se  it o n ly o n  bu se s  o pe r-
a te d  by th e  co m pa n y fro m  w h ich  yo u  bo u gh t th e  pa ss . In
a dditio n , m o s t bu s  sch e du le s  a n d  ro u te s  a re  in  Ja pa n e se .
So , u n le ss  yo u  spe a k Ja pa n e se , it’s  be s t to  ge t a  m a p o f
bu s  ro u te s  a n d  fa m ilia riz e  yo u rse lf w ith  la n dm a rks  ra th e r
th a n  by re lyin g o n  w ritte n  de scrip tio n s . 

Re n ta l ca rs  a re  a lso  a n  o ptio n . Ro a ds  a re  typ ica lly in
go o d co n ditio n  a n d  ro a d  s ign s  a re  typ ica lly prin te d  in
En glish , a s  w e ll a s  Ja pa n e se . Bu t a  Ja pa n e se  drive r’s
lice n se  o r In te rn a tio n a l Drive r’s  Pe rm it is  o fte n  re qu ire d . 

It’s  be s t to  ge t a  pe rm it be fo re  le a vin g h o m e . Th e  U.S.
Sta te  De pa rtm e n t a llo w s  tw o  gro u ps  to  is su e
In te rn a tio n a l Drive rs  Pe rm its : th e  Am e rica n  Au to m o bile
Asso cia tio n  (AAA) a n d  th e  Am e rica n  Au to m o bile  To u rin g
Allia n ce  (AATA), w h ich  issu e s  IDPs  th ro u gh  th e  Na tio n a l
Au to m o bile  Clu b. Obta in  a  fo rm  fro m  e ith e r gro u p’s  w e b-
s ite : w w w.a a a .co m o r h ttp :/ / th e n a c.co m .  Ch e ck w ith
e ith e r gro u p  to  ge t th e  m o s t cu rre n t fe e , w h ich  typ ica lly
ru n  a bo u t $40 to  $50 a  ye a r fo r re n e w a ls  o r n e w  pe rm its .

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t tra ve l in  Okin a w a , vis it
w w w.ja pa n gu ide .co m  

SOUTH KOREA
Ge ttin g a ro u n d So u th  Ko re a  is  re la tive ly e a sy by bu s .
Th e re  a re  a  lo t o f th e m , th e y o ffe r n u m e ro u s  s to ps
th ro u gh o u t de n se ly po pu la te d  a re a s  a n d  th e  s ign s  a re
o fte n  in  En glish . Be  w a rn e d , th o u gh —yo u  co u ld  be  in
fo r a  tigh t squ e e z e . Bu se s , e spe cia lly a t ru sh  h o u r, ca n
ge t so  cro w de d th a t th e  drive rs  ca n ’t sh u t th e  do o rs .
Drive rs  a re  a lso  kn o w n  fo r go in g e xtre m e ly fa s t w h e n
tra ffic a llo w s . So  yo u  m igh t be  in  fo r so m e  te n se
m o m e n ts .

In  th e  ca p ita l city o f Se o u l, it’s  co m m o n  fo r re s ide n ts  to
skip  th e  bu se s  in  lie u  o f th e  city’s  po pu la r su bw a y sys-
te m . Th e  sys te m  u su a lly ru n s  o n  tim e  a n d  m a ke s  a
w ide  ra n ge  o f s to ps .  Th e  su bw a y ca n  be  h a rd  to  n a vi-
ga te  fo r n e w co m e rs , so  its  be s t to  s tu dy th e  m a ps  a n d
la n dm a rks  a h e a d  o f tim e  to  a vo id  fru s tra tio n s . An d,
pe rh a ps  m o s t im po rta n tly,  ju s t a s  in  Ja pa n , w a tch  o u t
fo r gro pe rs ! Nu m e ro u s  se x crim e s  a re  re po rte d  o n  tra in
ca rs  w h e re  pe o ple  a re  pa cke d  tigh tly a ga in s t o n e
a n o th e r. Th e  su bw a y sys te m  w a s  to  be gin  th is  ye a r
o ffe rin g w o m e n -o n ly ca rs  to  cu t do w n  o n  in cide n ts .

Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t tra ve lin g in  So u th  Ko re a ,
vis it h ttp :/ / e n glish .vis itko re a .o r.kr/ e n u / in de x.kto
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