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B e fo re  yo u  e n ro ll,  ca re fu lly  e xa m -
in e  yo u r e d u ca t io n a l o p t io n s

Ide a lly, yo u  sh o u ld  ch o o se  a  co lle ge
o r u n ive rs ity th a t o ffe rs  yo u  th e  a b ili-
ty to  co m ple te  co u rse w o rk n o  m a tte r
w h e re  yo u  a re  lo ca te d . If th e re  a re
se ve ra l in s titu tio n s  o ffe rin g pro -
gra m s a t yo u r cu rre n t lo ca tio n , yo u
sh o u ld  a sk th e ir re pre se n ta tive s  h o w
yo u  co u ld  co n tin u e  yo u r pro gra m  in
th e  e ve n t o f a  de plo ym e n t o r PCS. 

For exa m ple, Un iversity o f Ma ryla n d
Un iversity College  (UMUC) offe rs
cla sses a t 150 sites w orldw ide . “I w a s
deployed four tim es in  e igh t yea rs,
a n d UMUC w a s a lw a ys there  for m e,”
sa id U.S. Air Force  Techn ica l Sergea n t
Kirk Clea r, a  2003 gra dua te  o f UMUC.
Durin g h is un dergra dua te  studies, he
a tten ded cla sses a t UMUC loca tion s in
Ma ryla n d a n d Europe .

Ch o o s e  o n lin e  e d u ca t io n  fo r m a x-
im u m  fle xib ilit y

No t e ve n  th e  la rge s t u n ive rs itie s  ca n
o ffe r o n -s ite  cla sse s  in  e ve ry lo ca -
tio n , so  m a n y se rvice  m e m be rs
ch o o se  to  e a rn  th e ir de gre e s  o n lin e .
In  a n  o n lin e  cla ss , yo u  ca n  lo g in
a n d  co m ple te  co u rse w o rk a t a n y
tim e  o f da y o r n igh t, fro m  a n y p la ce
in  th e  w o rld . In  2002, w h e n  Cle a r
w a s  de plo ye d  to  Ku w a it, Om a n , a n d
Afgh a n is ta n , h e  w a s  a b le  to  co n tin u e
h is  s tu d ie s  o n lin e . “I ca m e  ba ck fro m
th e  de se rt w ith  s ix cre d its , n o t w a s t-
in g th a t se m e s te r,” h e  sa id . If yo u
pla n  to  e a rn  yo u r de gre e  e n tire ly
o n lin e , m a ke  su re  th a t a ll th e  co u rs -
e s  yo u  n e e d  to  fin ish  yo u r pro gra m
a re  a va ila b le  o n lin e . 

Co n s id e r o t h e r s o u rce s  o f cre d it

Yo u  m a y be  a b le  to  a cce le ra te  yo u r
pro gre ss  by e a rn in g cre d it fo r yo u r
pre vio u s  e du ca tio n , m ilita ry tra in -
in g, o r o n -th e -jo b  le a rn in g. Be fo re
yo u  e n ro ll in  a  n e w  co lle ge  o r u n i-
ve rs ity, ch e ck to  se e  if yo u r pre vio u s
cre d its  ca n  be  tra n sfe rre d  to  yo u r
n e w  pro gra m . In  a dditio n , so m e
u n ive rs itie s  a llo w  yo u  to  e a rn  cre d it
fo r le a rn in g ga in e d  th ro u gh  w o rk,
m ilita ry se rvice , o r o th e r a ctivitie s .

Ke e p  t ra ck  o f yo u r a ca d e m ic
p ro g re s s

As yo u  pro gre ss  th ro u gh  yo u r s tu d-
ie s , ke e p  a  ca re fu l re co rd  o f th e
co u rse s  yo u  h a ve  co m ple te d  a n d
ch e ck yo u r de gre e  re qu ire m e n ts
re gu la rly to  se e  w h ich  co u rse s  yo u
s till n e e d  to  co m ple te . Th is  is  go o d
a dvice  fo r a n y co lle ge  s tu de n t, bu t
e spe cia lly fo r o n -th e -go  m ilita ry
s tu de n ts . Th is  w ill m a ke  it e a s ie r to
se le ct a ppro pria te  co u rse s  o n ce  yo u
a rrive  a t yo u r n e w  lo ca tio n .

Co n s u lt  w it h  yo u r a d vis o r—
b e fo re  a n d  a ft e r yo u r re lo ca t io n

Ma in ta in in g go o d co m m u n ica tio n
w ith  yo u r a ca de m ic a dviso r is  th e
ke y to  ke e pin g yo u r s tu d ie s  o n  tra ck
du rin g a  re lo ca tio n . Be fo re  yo u
m ove, yo u r a dviso r ca n  h e lp  yo u
ide n tify th e  cla sse s  a n d  se rvice s
th a t w ill be  a va ila b le  to  yo u  a t yo u r
n e w  in s ta lla tio n . On ce  yo u  a rrive ,
yo u r a dviso r ca n  h e lp  yo u  w ith  re g-
is tra tio n  a n d  o th e r im po rta n t is su e s ,
su ch  a s  a pplyin g fo r ve te ra n s’ be n e -
fits  o r o th e r so u rce s  o f fin a n cia l a id .
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on Track
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Five Factors Military
Personnel Should
Consider When
Choosing a University

Whether you plan to advance in the mili-
tary or begin a new career, higher edu-
cation is the key to success. Because it
can be challenging to pursue an educa-
tion while coping with the demands of
military life, you need a university that
delivers the advantages you need.

1. Academic Excellence.
First and foremost, you deserve a quality
education from a university that is rec-
ognized and respected within the military
community and in the private sector.

2. Program Choices. Career
success requires specialized knowledge
in your chosen field. Look for a school
with a variety of degree programs, as
well as a wide selection of courses in
your specific field.

3. Portable Education. You
need a university that can keep pace
with your mobile lifestyle. Look at class
availability online or at satellite sites, and
also at a school’s transfer policies.

4. Convenient Classes
and Services. You need the
flexibility to plan your studies around
your busy workload and unpredictable
schedule. Look for options to include
evening and weekend classes and online
programs, which are available 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

5. Affordable Education.
Cost is a concern for most adult stu-
dents, so be sure to consider all your
financing options, especially your military
education benefits. Look for special
financing and/or benefits available to
members of the military.

While relocations and frequent
deployments are a fact of military
life, there is no need to put your
education goals on hold. Here are
some tips to help you continue
your studies without interruption,
no matter where your service
takes you. 

For m ore th an  60 years, UMUC h as been  dedicated to servin g th e edu cation al n eeds of 
m ilitary an d oth er adu lt stu den ts. Last year, th e u n iversity en rolled m ore th an  90,000 stu -
den ts w orldw ide, in clu din g 41,000 active-du ty service m em bers. UMUC offers m ore th an
120 gradu ate an d u n dergradu ate degree an d certificate program s. For m ore in form ation ,
visit w w w.u m u c.edu


