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Overseas School
Options By Ben n ett Leigh

Mo s t Am e rica n  s tu de n ts
ove rse a s  a tte n d  o n e  o f th e
m a n y Do D o r Sta te

De pa rtm e n t sch o o ls  in  co u n trie s  a ll
a ro u n d th e  w o rld . Th e se  sch o o ls  typ-
ica lly h a ve  a  cu rricu lu m  s im ila r to
U.S. co lle ge  pre pa ra to ry sch o o ls , bu t
a lso  o ffe r co u rse s  in  th e ir h o s t co u n -
try’s  la n gu a ge  a n d/ o r h is to ry. Th e
Am e rica n  Sch o o l in  Ja pa n  o ffe rs
Adva n ce d  Pla ce m e n t co u rse s  to  its
s tu de n ts , a n d  o ffe rs  a  tw o -se m e s te r
sch o o l ye a r s im ila r to  th a t fo u n d  in
m o st U.S. sch o o ls . Fo r m o re  in fo r-
m a tio n  a bo u t Sta te  De pa rtm e n t
Sch o o ls , in clu din g th e ir lo ca tio n s  in
th e  Pa cific Rim , vis it
w w w.s ta te .gov/ m / a / o s / c1685.h tm .

Th e  No n -Do D Sch o o ls  Pro gra m
(NDSP) provide s  su ppo rt a n d  fu n din g
fo r th e  e du ca tio n  o f e ligib le  de pe n d-

e n ts  o f spo n so rs  a ss ign e d  a t lo ca -
tio n s  w h e re  th e  Do D do e s  n o t o pe r-
a te  a  sch o o l w ith in  co m m u tin g d is -
ta n ce . En ro llm e n t e ligib ility fo r
de pe n de n ts  o f Do D pe rso n n e l
a ss ign e d  to  a n  ove rse a s  a re a  is  gov-
e rn e d  by th e  provis io n s  o f Do DEA
Dire ctive  1342.13, “Eligib ility
Re qu ire m e n ts  fo r Edu ca tio n  o f Min o r
De pe n de n ts  in  Ove rse a s  Are a s ,”
Se pte m be r 20, 2006.

Th e  to ta l co s t o f tu itio n  a n d  tra n s-
po rta tio n  fu n de d  by Do DEA fo r
e n ro llm e n t in  a  n o n -Do D sch o o l w ill
n o t n o rm a lly e xce e d  th e  Un ite d
Sta te s  De pa rtm e n t o f Sta te
Sta n da rd iz e d  Re gu la tio n s  (DSSR)
e du ca tio n  a llo w a n ce  fo r a  pa rticu la r
lo ca tio n . Ra te s  a re  po s te d  a t
w w w.s ta te .gov/ ra te s / e du _a ll.a sp

Spo n so rs  MUST o bta in  a pprova l fo r
tu itio n  a n d  o th e r e xpe n se s  fro m  th e
a ppro pria te  Do DEA Are a  o ffice  prio r
to  in cu rrin g a n y e xpe n se . Pa ym e n ts
fo r tu itio n  a n d  ce rta in  o th e r e xpe n s-
e s  a re  a pprove d  by th e  NDSP Are a
m a n a ge r fo r th e  e ligib le  de pe n de n ts
o f Do D pe rso n n e l w h o  m u st a tte n d  a
n o n -Do D sch o o l.

Pe rh a ps  th e  m o s t im po rta n t s te p  yo u
ca n  ta ke  w h e n  re gis te rin g a t a n y
sch o o l is  to  h a n d-ca rry yo u r ch ild’s
sh o t re co rds  a n d  tra n scrip ts  w ith  yo u
w h ile  o n  th e  m ove . Fo rge ttin g th e se
o r h a vin g th e m  s tu ck o n  a  la te  sh ip-
m e n t ca n  s lo w  do w n  th e  e n ro llm e n t
pro ce ss  s ign ifica n tly.

Fo r fa m ilie s  w ish in g to  h o m e sch o o l
w h ile  ove rse a s , th e  ch ie f be n e fit o f
co m m a n d spo n so rsh ip  is  re lie f fro m

Choices for parents taking their children overseas vary from

U.S. State Department schools to homeschooling, and even

local schools, if desired. But it’s important to understand

your responsibilities in your host country, and any special

requirements you ay need to meet.
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th e  re qu ire m e n t to  fo llo w  h o s t
n a tio n  sch o o l a tte n da n ce  la w s .

Co m m a n d-spo n so re d  fa m ilie s  h a ve
a  SOFA s ta m p in  e a ch  pe rso n ’s
pa sspo rt. ‘In d ividu a lly-spo n so re d’
o r ‘n o n -co m m a n d spo n so re d’ fa m i-
ly m e m be rs  w ill n o t be ca u se  th e y
w ill h a ve  to u ris t pa sspo rts  in s te a d
o f gove rn m e n t is su e d  n o -fe e  pa ss -
po rts . Th is  d iffe re n ce  m e a n s  th a t
te ch n ica lly th e  ch ildre n  o f n o n -
co m m a n d spo n so re d  fa m ilie s  w h o
live  in  co u n trie s  w h e re  h o m e -
sch o o lin g is  ille ga l a re  re qu ire d  to
a tte n d  sch o o l w h e th e r th a t is  a
Do D de pe n de n t sch o o l, a  h o s t
n a tio n  sch o o l o r a  priva te  sch o o l.

Co m m a n d spo n so rsh ip  ca n  be
o bta in e d  a fte r a rrivin g in -co u n try
bu t th e re  m a y be  re s trictio n s
de pe n din g o n  th e  h o s t n a tio n  o r 
o n  de pe n de n t le ve ls  in -co u n try. 
Fo r e xa m ple , th e  Na vy h a s  re s trict-
e d  th e  co m m a n d spo n so rsh ip  o f
la rge  fa m ilie s  in  Ja pa n .

Co m m a n d-spo n so re d  de pe n de n t
le ve ls  a re  re s tricte d  ove rse a s .
Sch o o l a va ila b ility, h o u s in g a va il-
a b ility a n d  th e  po ss ib ility o f th e
re so u rce s  fo r th e  e va cu a tio n  o f
n o n -co m ba ta n ts  in  ca se  o f h o s tili-
tie s  o r n a tu ra l d isa s te r a re  so m e  o f
th e  re a so n s  fo r th e  re s trictio n s .

Alth o u gh  m ilita ry fa m ilie s  a ss ign e d
to  Gu a m  a re  ‘ove r th e  se a ,’ th e y a re
n o t h o m e sch o o lin g in  a  fo re ign
co u n try. Be ca u se  o f th e  co m m o n -
w e a lth ’s  o r te rrito ry’s  re la tio n sh ip
w ith  th e  Un ite d  Sta te s  th e  e du ca -
tio n  la w s  o f th e se  ‘ove rse a s-bu t-
n o t-fo re ign ’ a ss ign m e n ts  a pply to
m ilita ry h o m e sch o o le rs .

Sim ila rly, m ilita ry fa m ily m e m be rs
a cco m pa n yin g a  spo n so r w h o  is
s ta tio n e d  in  Ha w a ii a re  n o t co n s id-
e re d  to  be  ove rse a s  fo r e du ca tio n a l
pu rpo se s ; s ta te  la w s  a pply.
Fo r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o n  h o m e -
sch o o lin g yo u r ch ild  w h ile  ove r-
se a s , vis it
h ttp :/ / h o m e .kc.rr.co m / m ilh m -
sch lh q/ m ilita ry_Do DEA.h tm

Sending School
Checklist

! Course Description Book

! School Profile

! Attendance and Tardy Records

! Report Card

! Current Schedule

! Withdrawal Grades

! Transcript/Course History
(with grading system)

! Class Rank

! Cumulative Folder

! Testing Information - Standardized Test 

! Scores, End of Course Test Scores,
Competency Test Scores

! Health Records (including shot records)

! Birth Certificate

! Social Security Number

! Activities Record (such as co/extracurricular)

! IEP/504/Gifted Records

! JROTC Records

! Guardianship/custody papers

! Fees Owed

! Alternative Schools Records

! Letters of Recommendations 
(especially for senior students)

! Writing Samples (if available)

! At-Risk or Action Plans for 
classroom modifications (if available)

! Portfolios (if available)

! Accelerated Reader Points (if available)

! Service Learning Hours (if available)

Receiving School
Checklist

! Course Description Book

! School Profile

! Attendance and Tardy Records

! Report Card Current Schedule

! Withdrawal Grades

! Transcript/Course History
(with grading system, and class rank)

! Cumulative Folder

! Testing Information - Standardized Test 

! Scores, End of Course Test Scores,
Competency Test Scores

! Health Records 
(including shot records and birth certificate)

! Social Security Number

! Activities Record (such as co/extracurricular)

! IEP/504/Gifted Records

! JROTC Records

! Guardianship/custody Papers

! Fees Owed

! Alternative Schools Records

! Letters of Recommendations 
(especially for senior students)

! Writing Samples (if available)

! At-Risk or Action Plans for 
classroom modifications (if available)

! Portfolios (if available)

! Accelerated Reader Points (if available)

! Service Learning Hours (if available)

! Proof of Residency/Military Orders
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Checklists for Transferring Students


