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By Eliz abeth  Gray

PCS Stories

Eigh t in  e igh t. Th a t’s  th e  n u m be r o f ye a rs  in  re la tio n  to
th e  n u m be r o f o u r PCS o rde rs  a n d  re su ltin g m ove s . Are
w e  u n iqu e ? Su re , bu t u n lu cky? No . PCSin g so  fre qu e n tly
h a s  give n  u s  th e  o ppo rtu n ity to  se e  m a n y pa rts  o f th e
w o rld  a n d  to  be co m e  se a so n e d  ve te ra n s  o n  m ovin g. 

PCSin g is  n o t a ll ba d! I’ve  go tte n  a  cle a n  h o u se  a lm o s t
a n n u a lly. I do  n o t do  sprin g cle a n in g. I s im ply w a it fo r
th e  o rde rs  to  co m e  in ! Cle a n in g o u t clo se s t is  n o t a  spe -
cia l Sa tu rda y ta sk, bu t so m e th in g w e  do  w h e n  u n pa ckin g
o u r bo xe s . Tw o  ch o re s  do w n  w ith  o n e  m ove ; h o w  lu cky
a m  I?  Wh e n  th o se  o rde rs  co m e  in  it is  a  little  o f th e  go o d
a n d th e  ba d . Fo r o n e , I a m  gu a ra n te e d  to  h a ve  ju s t s ta rt-
e d  a  n e w  jo b  th a t I love . So  fa r th is  h a s  be e n  o u r m o s t
re lia b le  w a y to  ge t m y h u sba n d  to  co m e  do w n  o n  o rde rs . 

Som etim e  durin g the  e igh th  m ove  I decided tha t ha vin g
the  m overs  a t your house  w a s like  be in g robbed. The  on ly

diffe ren ce  is  tha t you  w e lcom ed them  in to  your house
a n d o ffe red them  co ld drin ks. You , be in g the  po lite  host-
e ss , a po logize  pro fuse ly w hen  the  dust bun n y un der the
couch  is  m ista ken  fo r the  fa m ily ca t. Ye t, you  do  n o t
blin k a n  eye  w hen  the  pa cker drops your 19th  cen tu ry
a n tique  Fren ch  va se  sha tte rin g it in to  a  m illion  pieces.
You  sim ply sm ile  a n d sa y, “Tha t’s  oka y. Roa d trip  to
Fra n ce ! Do  you  n eed a n o the r co ld soda ?” 

We  a lw a ys  try to  ge t to  kn o w  o u r m ove rs  ju s t a  little
b it. We  pro ba bly do  th is  a s  a  su bco n scio u s  de fe n se
m e ch a n ism . If w e  kn o w  th e m  w e  w o n ’t ca u se  th e m
bo dily h a rm  w h e n  th e y dra g o u r bra n d  n e w  a n d  cle a n
m a ttre ss  a cro ss  th e  d irty tru ck be d . Th e  m ove rs  o n  th e
re ce ivin g e n d  ca n  yie ld  a  p le th o ra  o f in fo rm a tio n  o n
th e  lo ca l a re a . Or m a ybe  if w e  ke e p  th e m  e n ga ge d
w h ile  th e y w o rk th e y w o n ’t be  ca s in g o u r be lo n gin g
fo r a  n igh ttim e  bu rgla ry. 

How do you survive eight moves in eight years? With humor, of course, and 
some tips I picked up from other PCSing veterans. Here are my top three: 

Orga n iz e  th e  h o u se . Bu t be  cle a r,
th is  do e s  n o t m e a n  de e p  cle a n . As  a
m e n to rin g spo u se  o n ce  to ld  m e,
“Du s t ke e ps  th e  pa pe r fro m  s tickin g
to  yo u r fu rn itu re .” Tru e  o r n o t, I’m
n o t go in g to  go  cra z y du s tin g be fo re
th e  m ove rs  co m e . Orga n iz e  m e a n s
a ll yo u r pe rso n a l tre a su re s  a re  in  th e
ro o m  in  w h ich  th e y w ill e ve n tu a lly
be  u n pa cke d . It w ill sa ve  yo u  tim e
o n  th e  re ce ivin g e n d  if yo u  do n ’t
h a ve  to  w o n de r w h y th e  TV re m o te s
w e re  pa cke d  w ith  yo u r s ilve rw a re .
Th e  m ove rs  do  n o t ca re  if clo th e s
a re  in  a  ba ske t o r a  dra w e r. It w ill a ll
e n d  u p  in  a  bo x a n yw a y!

Bu y th e  m ove rs  drin ks  a t
th e  ve ry m in im u m . Th is
ke e ps  th e m  h ydra te d  a n d
w o rkin g h a rd . So m e
m ove s  w e  h a ve  pu rch a se d
piz z a  a n d  la id  o u t sn a cks .
We ’ve  fo u n d if yo u  ta ke
ca re  o f th e m , th e y a re
m o re  like ly to  ta ke  ca re  o f
yo u . It’s  ka rm a . It’s  th e
go lde n  ru le . Th e y a re
pa ckin g o u t s ix to n s  o f m y
s tu ff o n  th e ir ba cks—it is
th e  le a s t I ca n  do . It h a s
a lw a ys  be e n  a ppre cia te d . 

Fin d  ch ildre n  a n d  pe ts  so m e pla ce  e lse  to
be  w h ile  th e  m ove rs  a re  th e re . No th in g
is  qu ite  a s  s tre ss fu l a s  lo o kin g fo r th e
ca t be ca u se  th e  s ign  o n  th e  ba th ro o m
do o r th a t sa id , “Ca t, do  n o t e n te r” w a s
n o t cle a r e n o u gh . Wh ile  w e ’ve  o n ly lo s t
th e  ca t o n ce —th a t w a s  s tre ss fu l e n o u gh .
We  fe a re d  sh e ’d  be e n  bo xe d  u p , bu t n o ,
sh e  ju s t e sca pe d  th e  m a dn e ss . Yo u ’ll
o n ly lo o k fo r a  ca t fo r o n e  s tre ss fu l n igh t
be fo re  yo u  re a liz e  th e  be n e fit o f a n te in g
u p  th e  m o n e y to  bo a rd  h e r. We  d id  o n e
m ove  w ith  a  cra n ky, te e th in g in fa n t.
Th a t w a s  a s  fu n  a s  h a vin g a  h o t po ke r
s tu ck in  yo u r e ye . Bo tto m  lin e : fin d  th e m
so m e pla ce  to  be  fo r th e  da y. 

I re m e m be r be in g a  yo u n g a n d  n a ïve  spo u se  w h o  d id  th e  m a th  a n d  de te rm in e d  th a t if m y h u sba n d  d id  20 ye a rs  be fo re
re tirin g a n d  e a ch  du ty s ta tio n  w a s  a  th re e -ye a r to u r, I’d  be  lo o kin g a t a  life tim e  m a x o f e igh t m ove s . I gu e ss  I w a s
w ro n g. Bu t if I ca n  do  it, so  ca n  yo u . Fin d  th e  s ilve r lin in gs  th a t m ovin g ca n  brin g a n d  e m bra ce  th e m . Fo r e ve ry bro -
ke n  va se  o n  th e  lo s in g e n d  is  o n e  le ss  th in g yo u  h a ve  to  u n pa ck w h e n  yo u  ge t th e re ! •

Elizabeth  Gray and her first husband, Cody, live in  Germ any w ith  their daugh ter, one cat and a house fu ll of banged up furn iture.
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