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ucation on the Move

By Tom Graves

many colleges are looking to further service
members' educations that you can take your pick of
universities in which to enroll. With the possibilities

of online education growing exponentially every year, higher
education while deployed overseas is as close as the nearest
networked laptop computer.

Colleges want the kind of disciplined, goal-oriented students
that service members make. Their admissions managers know that
service members want to give back to their country, their
communities and their colleges, and many have service member
alumni as counselors and teachers for current or interested
students to consult.

At most public colleges, U.S. service members can enroll in
distance learning courses at reduced tuition, typically 20 to 25
percent off the standard tuition for civilians.

One thing you'll notice is that once you start researching
colleges online, the possibilities are practically endless and it can
seem overwhelming. With a specific goal in mind, your best first
step is to consult with an academic advisor on base.

But if you're exploring education possibilities prior to a specific
goal, you'll find that Servicemember Opportunity Colleges,
American Military University, sites including www.GoArmyEd.com and
any college that offers distance learning courses will open your
eyes to possibilities for your future that you may not have
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previously considered.

Also, you may have achieved, or be closing in on the
equivalent of an Associate of Arts degree through your military
training.

"University of Phoenix acknowledges that many service
members have already achieved an education equivalent to an
associate degree through college coursework, military training,
and national testing programs,” states the University of Phoenix
website. "The ... Associate of Arts Degree through Credit
Recognition allows service members to fulfill most of their degree
requirements by recognizing approved college-level learning no
matter where service members are located throughout the world."

The core of college choices for U.S. service members includes
specialized training at military schools such as AMU. Qutside that
circle are programs pertaining to military subjects at public
colleges that offer distance learning. But even schools that only
offer standard civilian curriculum for distance learning often have
discounted tuition for service members, their family members and
veterans.

And AMU's ever-expanding programs cater to specific career
goals for U.S. service members. One example is their Bachelor of
Arts degree in Military Management and Program Acquisition.

“The degree is appealing to government contractors and other
professionals involved with the military or civilian defense
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